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TO THE COMMITTEE 

Of THB 

FAMILY COLONIZATION LOAN SOCIETY, 



Obntlcmen^ 
YotJR having done ma tlie honour to eomply with my 
fiolicitation in becoming Members of the Committee c£ 
the Society whioh I have ventured to suggest vith the 
view of carrying out a comprehensive and self-support* 
iug system of Colonization^ I feel myself called upon^ 
considering your position as publie men^ and the onerous 
and numerous duties you may have to attend to, to ex- 
plain m<»*e fully to you and to the public at large the 
principle of the proposed Society, and how I think it 
may be worked in detail in the Australian Colonies. 
Althomghit is sot j0t ijbree months since this plan was 
first submitted to the public, I have the pleasure to . in- 
for!m you that without any prominent move whatever 
having been made in the matter, that about 370 indi- 
viduals have already enrolled th«mselves into groups, 
consisting of respectable families of the working classes, 
a few young men, and some friendless young women ; 
the whole party can contribute £.1200. towards their 
passage; some reside in London and its immediate 
vicinity, while others have sent in their names from the 
rural districts in England and Wales, and I have had 
several applications also from perscms in Scotland and 
Ireland, anxious te join the Society, but who at present 
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are unable to state how mucli they can contribute. This 
first step is highly encouraging to the benevolent who 
may feel disposed to aid struggling families and deserv" 
ing individuals. 

In propounding any new plan^ it is usual^ and it may 
become desirable^ at times, in order to elucidate one's 
own, to refer to some existing system of the same nature ; 
if then I have to revert to the mode of emigration carried 
on by her Majesty's Emigration Commissioners, and 
have to remark that some grave evils exist which ought 
to be rectified, I must at the same time allow that they 
have had to compete with many difficulties, and that I 
know jfrom long tried experience in these matters, that 
the greatest care cannot at all times prevent abuses. 
In this emigration it must be borne in mind, that the 
Board of Commissioners are but the agents of the squat- 
ting interest, or men of capital in the Australian 
Colonies, and that they are often necessitated to enforce 
rules which their best feelings must shrink from. In- 
deed, it has always been a source of deep regret to me 
that an office which is precluded by stringent regulations 
from carrying out a national system of colonization, 
should ever have been called. Her Majesty's Land and 
Emigration Commissioners; for I would have her 
Majesty's name connected in the minds of the peasantry 
of England, Ireland, Scotland, and of the Colonies, with 
every feeling that could cherish their loyalty and con- 
ciliate their aflPection, — I should like every one to feel 
that under that revered name it mattered not, when 
they made application for a passage, what country they 
came from, so that they were British subjects — ^what 
creed they professed, so that they were loyal and peace- 
able men. I hold it to be derogatory to the high and 
moral feeling of Englishmen, that under the insignia of 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



the Boyal Arms of England^ modest British matron» 
should be asked the question, " Whether any increase 
to the family is expected, and when ?" 

I consider it a gross outrage to humanity — ^a violent 
rending of the tenderest ties of nature, and injuriouis to 
morality, that heads of families above 40 years of age 
and those who have a certain number of children under 
ten years of age, should be excluded from thei ad« 
vantages and rights of emigration — ^that under other 
rules children beyond a certain number should be taxed 
£7* each on account of passage-money — that again 
single men passed the age of 35 should not be con- 
sidered eligible, ^nd that the ^^ candidates most accept-^ 
able are young married couples without children." 
These, indeed, are evils, trials, temptations, and stumb- 
ling-blocks thrown in the way of weak human nature^ 
which ought not to be ; humanity should forbid it, and 
religion ought to raise her voice against it ; the aged, if 
able to go, should not be left to pass the remainder of 
their days round a lonely and cheerless hearth, or to 
find their way to the workhouse. These evils, how- 
ever, must not be charged to the Commissioners, for ' 
they are only the agents of a system, and I should 
not be doing justice to those Gentlemen, or to my 
own feelings, if I did not here acknowledge the many 
obligations I am under to them. But the country 
which had cheerfully paid twenty millions sterling to 
strike off the cankering chains of slavery, is not likely 
to countenance this violence to the dearest feelings of 
our nature. Colonization then, must be the instrument 
which must be used for breaking asunder these barriers 
thrown up against the natural egress of the people. 
Viewing it in a political light, I consider it highly in- 
judicious for a Government to be in connection with an 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



6 

agency^ the principles of whicli are calculated to wound, 
irritate, and almoy the bent feelingfi of a large portion 
of Her Majesty's subjects* If the Commissioners will 
but cease to act as mere agents of a party, and convert 
their office into a National Crown Land Office, it will 
become the most popular department under the Crown, 
always provided that impartiality on the one side, and 
justice on the other balance the scales. Why should not 
a Government gain and hold the affections of a peoplii 
the satne as a pai'ent does of his children ? What had 
it to do but to fulfil the laws of God, and to act equit*^ 
ably towards its people ? The one is the naturial guardian 
of his offispring, the other the deputed one of those who 
form the Commonwealth. 

The evils connected with emigration which are now 
before the public, though they may be ][>retty fiuniliar 
to those who are conversant with the system, shew the 
deep responsibilities which a Society like the one pro- 
posed will have to incur, and the great necessity that 
will exist for its devising every precautionary meahd to 
lessen, and if possible, entirely to do away with the 
abuses complained of. A Society such as that con- 
fcetiaplated would commence its labours with many ad- 
vantages over those which Her Majesty's Commi^^ionetta 
have enjoyed, or a mercantile House can command* 
The objects of such a Society's care are not deterred 
from emigrating by the mercenary and calculating 
consideration of age, or whether their families number 
many or few children ; nor would the Society, like a 
mercantile firm, enter into any scUeme of mere specu- 
lative emigration. A Society of this nature, if judiciously 
managed, may converge the moral force of the naHcm 
into its service, and engage the sympathy of every local 
committee, and every benevolent contributor. If an 
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net of oppgemoa ia perpetrated — ^if a aoaiididoiis inmiU 
13 ^ered to female virtoe^ it is not the Colonial office^ 
— ^it is not a ship-broker^ or a mercantile agent, that is 
to institute an inquiry into the alleged abuses, and trj 
to defend the adcused and the guilty, but the moral 
teelings of the country irlU stand as tiie arbitrator ; t3ie 
benevolent from all quarters will in fact be the agents 
of this Society; each may feel an interest in some in* 
dividual or£uniliesheorshehas helped over. Nay, sudhi 
emigrants may have Mends, relatives, or benevolent 
contributors ready aa the distant shores of Australia to 
take up thdr cause : thus a moral guardian will be 
formed ; a phalanx of the good, of the rich and the 
powerfiil win be raised, whidi may prove am]^e to 
protect the defenceless and the innocent. 

It may be well, however, to view the two systems; 
die present Govffimment Emigration, and the one pro- 
posed under the surveillanioe of this Society. Tke 
emigrants s^ot by the Government assemble at Deptford 
or some other port : not two families know each oUiar, 
or p^ehance until their meeting at the depot had ever 
seen one another before: young females find themselyes 
there as pexieet strangers. But what scenes take place 
before they have got thus far : what conflicts of nature 
areenduredere they leave thdrhcHues; what harrowing 
scenes arise out of the taxation clause ; at times y oikig 
children may be se^i handed over to the care of b grand- 
father, an aunt, or a cousin, or as one poor man in Aus^ 
tralia said to me : '^ my wife was obliged to take the 
duld firom her breast by the i^de of the ship, and hand 
it to a friend-'' Oth^s, on account of having just passed 
ihe prime of life, are necessitated to remain behind. 
What waitings in the cottage ! what sad fereweUs out- 
side the village ! ^ow nature wiU then exclaim, '' Never 
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tee that dear face no more — ^never look at that renerated 
parent again/^ now sunk in agony in the darkest comer 
of his own dreary habitation. This is not a piece of 
romance^ but one of the scenes of real life. Which are 
inost to be felt for, the intending emigrant, or the de- 
solate beiiigs left behind? These heart-burnings of 
nature are not extinguished here; the same feelings 
which a benign Providence, for the wisest of designs, has 
implanted in the himian heart, keeps the flame alive in 
the distant colonies ; the child longs for the parent — the 
father or the disconsolate mother sighs for the offspring. 
I cannot tell how often I have been entreated by sons 
and daughters in New South Wales to do all I could to 
see their, parents sent to them, or the numerous appli- 
cations I have had made to me by parents to forward to 
them their children. These appeals foUow me to this 
country. I have lately had a letter handed to me, 
written by an EngUshman out there to his brother, 
wherein he says, " First try Park Street (Government 
o£Gice), if you caimot get a passage that way stidc to the 
parish, but if you get no good from neither, go to Mrs. 
Chisholm, fori have written to her and sanctioned her 
to manage.'^ Another poor widow writes to me, and to 
whom I sent four of her children in 1848 : " They have 
safely arrived, all well ; the eldest girl got weU married ; 
two of the boys I have got apprenticed ; you have my 
most heartfelt thanks for your kindness in sending out 
my childrai, and you have my prayers night and day/' 
So many and such heart-rending applications I had 
made to me shortly before leaving the colony, that I 
ventured to appeal to the local Government in their 
behalf, and I have since had the comfort of seeing some 
hundreds of children and young people sent out through 
the Government Commissioners; but I grieve to say 
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that I have still a painful long list of children and of 
families — the victims of circumstances — ^for whose pas- 
sage I am unable at present to arrange. But the af- 
fection of the human heart does not stop here ; it braves 
stormy seas^ and traverses 16^000 miles of ocean; I 
have seen children come home for their parents^ or to 
see them^ and return^ and parents for their children. 
I have seen one poor man arrive here for his only boy — 
sought for him in his native place^ Ireland^ and 
could not find him^ traced him after a painful in- 
quiry to London^ — ^found him in a hospital^ on a sick 
bed^ with his leg amputated^ a complaint having been 
brought on through the want of parental care ; after a 
time this fond father returned to Sydney with his boy. 
I hope^ Grentlemen^ the cause wiQ plead my apology for 
thus laying before you some facts^ out of many^ and from 
which I am unable to separate myself. 

I trust to witness through your iustrumentality and 
that of a benevolent public the consummation of wishes 
which both humanity and religion emphatically call 
upon us to see carried out. Putting natural affection 
aside^ I may be permitted to ask would it be wise or 
prudent in parishes to do in such cases what parties 
under a well oi^anized system can do for themselves? 
for there are hundreds and thousands situated in the 
colonies as I have just referred to ; would it be right ? 
would it be charitable in the benevolent to do this ? 
Is it not the province of religion, to encourage the best 
feelings of the human heart ? Is it not our duty in 
every possible manner to stimulate children to fulfil the 
laws of God and the dictates of nature by helping their 
parents and rescuing them from pauperism ? We must 
be careM how we interfere with such sacred duties^ 
lest by an injudicious and ill directed charity we retard 
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and frustrate wliat we wish to promote^ — ieat we en- 
ODiirage idleness and pauperism^ and mucli that is e¥il> 
instead of checking them. If^ however^ the hmnane 
and natural feelings of our peo^e are wisely directed, 
and if by their own individual exertions are helped and 
patronised^ we may make the evils that have accumu- 
lated und^ the Park Street system of emigration, the 
groundwork for a sound plan df Colonization,— -we have 
nothing to do but to follow the yearnings of homajai 
nature, in order to carry out a system that will support 
itself. But to return to the Govemm^t Depot, here 
we find congregated together br<dcen up families ; young 
couples without children, c»r single young vromen, per* 
haps perfect strangers to all around than ; each party 
leaving behind th«n in all probability, parents, bro- 
thers, sisters, &c«, without almost any hope of re-union ; 
here is a mass of human Imngs inwardly lamenting 
their s^aration from those most dear to them; they 
go on board under harrowed feelixigs, and the young 
women are placed under the care of a matnm, who is 
viewed as a very subordinate character. These are try- 
ing situations for human nature, and a dangerous 
position for young wom^i to find themselves in, for 
amongst iiiem there exists no common feeling, except 
that of parfeet indilE^aice to each other, — ^the innocent 
and the helpless stand there exposed to the wiles of ihe 
snarer. Who has not been shocked by the frightful 
details we have read in the public papers, how orphan 
after orphan had been victimized on board emigrant 
ships by men calling themselves Christians ; how mo- 
dest maidens have been brutalized over and insulted by 
those whose pe^oliar duty it was to protect them. With 
soA facts brfore the public, let us hope tiie first attempt 
^at Colonisation will be viewed with indulgaaoe, and 
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tliat humanity will find tbe means to attempt some^ 
thing better. There are maiiy evils that will doubtless 
present themselves to every reflecting inind attending 
our present mode of filling ships^ but may we not hope 
that we shall go on suggesting and improving until our 
yoimg women can be sent into a ship witii the same 
confidence with which females now enter our trains and 
mail coaches ; somethiog more humanizing is required 
than the present mode; something that will bring all 
our social and religious feelings to bear upon one com- 
mon object. Fortunately for the cause of Colonisatianj 
the l^ess is now exposing those evils^ — ^the intelligent 
conductors of tiiat paUadium of man's rights are at pre- 
sent looking into Blue Books^ and reading Emigrants' 
letters ; the outrages committed i^ainst the orphan, and 
her wails have aroused this indomitable foe to tyranny 
iind oppression. This stem censor of public acts, and 
chastiser of private wrongs, will now look into the moral 
conduct of those in charge of emigrant ships, and will 
make the man of evil design quail even on the wide 
deep, for he will feel the conviction that his deeds wiU 
be chronicled when hie lanite. 

I have observed that the principle of this Society will 
admit of emigration being carried out under a more 
popular f(^rm than what at present exists. The tem- 
porary separation or breaking up of femiUes as shewn in 
group No. I. appended to the rules of the Society, is 
only ^contemplated when such femiiies adsooit of it, and 
cian pay but a small portion of their passage; the hope, 
and I may say certainty q{ reunion, within a year or 
two would stimulate them to double exertion. It would 
bling into operation the best feelii^s that actuate the 
human heart, and would have a salutary effect upon the 
minds of those who should be chosen as the family 



Digitized by VjOOQiC 



12 

pioneers. Those so selected would feel the sacredness 
of the charge^ and the trust thus reposed in them. The 
parties named in the group attached to the rules are 
actual families in the north of Scotland^ and the names 
of some hundreds of which I have received as being 
anxious to emigrate^ but the necessity which may exist 
in cases like these in breaking up families^ and they wiU 
be most numerous^ need not hinder those who may be 
enabled to pay half their passage money, or more emi- 
grating together. A society of this nature must use 
due precaution not to allow families to incur too heavy 
a debt to the Society, such as feimilies No. 1 and 5 of 
the group in question would stand ia, were the Society, 
considering the smallness of their contribution, to give 
the whole of them a passage at once. The Rules which 
have been submitted are only '^ Peoposed Rules,^^ — 
they may be modified if required, — for instance, debt 
incurred on account of loan by emigrants may be 
legalized and recovered in the usual manner, if found 
necessary, families and individuals being held responsi- 
ble only for loans contracted by themselves, though in 
groups they will have to consider themselves morally 
bound to use their utmost exertions for the recovery of 
loans granted to their own party, by aiding the agents 
in such recovery ; such a revision, as it would lessen 
the responsibility of parties, and would make the So- 
ciety liable to greater losses through defaulters, may 
make it necessary that in the spirit of Rule 22, each adult 
be required to pay \0s. each as a fee, and 2^. for each 
child in addition to their passage money, this sum to be 
paid with their last instalment to the Loan Society, and 
that further they be called upon and bound. to pay 
such fees, in due proportion, of such parties of their own 
group as may become defaulters, and that in order to 
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carry thisr out, no person be received into the Society's 
list who is not a member of a group, unless in par- 
ticular cases, where the Society may see fit to make 
exceptions, for I consider the honesty of the people the 
base, and the group system the key-stone of the 
Society. 

In suggesting the Family Loan Society, one of the 
chief points sought is to raise the character and moral 
standard of the people, and I consider the group system 
as one of the elements that may be appUed for attaining 
this object. I contemplate Colonization as what it may 
be, when every district may have its local committee or 
society that will afford information and procure pro- 
tection for those that stand in need of it. I have 
commenced an elementary one in the ^'Emigrant's 
Home," next to my own residence, leaving it to time 
and means to complete what I cannot at once accom- 
plish. Any thing in this way cannot be too simple and 
practical for the industrious, and working classes. I 
propose then to have arranged in a room original letters, 
when they can be procured, from emigrants. Colonial 
Papers, &c. I will then invite families and persons 
anxious to emigrate to meet here on the evenings of 
the 1st ajid 3rd Saturday of every month, at 7 p.m. 
where they may quietly talk over the matter, peruse the 
various letters, papers, &c. laid before them, or hear 
them re?ui and explained. In commencing this first 
Group meeting, which will be on the 13th of April, 
I have been kindly promised the valuable assistance 
of a hi^ify intelligent Amtralian matron, now in 
London, and who had been four-and-twenty years in 
the colonies, having branches of her family respectably 
settled both in New South Wales and Port Phillip, 
and to which colonies she purposes shortly to return* 
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Seyeral Qekuldemai feeling a benevolent iuterest ii^ 
ColoDiaation Iiave alto kindly conawted to favour th(^ 
meeting with^tkeir presenoe. When parties have ihm 
aatiflfied thdr nunda, and have resolved to emigrate^ 
then they may be enrolled into groups, and their 
'Preferences^' entered into a roll-book, and to which 
each may ha^ve acceis. Here the first link may be 
fecmed of att aeqaaintanoe which may be cemented by. 
fiieBdriiip by Ae time ibey arrive at the antipodes* 
Here they might make arrangements for their mutual 
comfort and advantage ; their wives and children would 
be there ; a £vdy sympathy would be created; honour- 
able feelings would be awakened | the pride of anEngUsh** 
man would be roused : men wouldfed as men; mothers 
would look with pride upon their children ; that gaunt 
figure that haunts the poor man's door, paupmsm, would 
at these meetings be shut out. Parents and husbands 
would feel, not with shame, but with honourable pride, 
the positicm they stood in-*-that a benevolent public waa 
ready to co-operate with them, and thought them worthy 
to be entrusted with the means to transplant themselves 
and tiieir children to a land where they hoped soon to 
be enabled, by their industary and firogality, to repay the 
advances made to them. Tins I would call Christian 
firatemity. How many kind feelings would then be 
slsruggling for mastery in die human hearts Those con* 
stituting these groups would feel a desire, a Iqnging to 
do something worthy the confidence placed in them by 
tiie nation ; they would experience the wish to have an 
opportmiity of testifying their gratitude to a benevolent 
pul^o, mid to a ma*ciful Providence, who had thus 
moved the hearts of the rich to aid them in their strug- 
gles. The opportunity is at hand, it is before them. 
Let the poor take comfort ; Providence is wondeffelly 
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jtiit in aU his dealings; the hixiuy of doing good, or, 
more properly speaking, the duty of helping our fdlow- 
(sreatares, can be performed hy tiie poor as well as the 
rich, and thus Gfod^s woiks of charity may always be 
known by His allowing all to help. To these heads of 
families I now turn, and caU before them young friend-- 
less girls and helpless orphans ; I have some on my list. 
I wiQ ask these parents, ^^ Will you take chai^ of these 
young girls? will j^on proteet them on board ship?'' 
9are I am no right-minded man could, at such a time 
as this, and under such drcumstanoes, refuse to extend 
his care and protection to sAch young females. Equally 
oeortain I am that the reoipiroeity of feding would be 
mutual; that the friendless or orphan girl, seeing the 
protection afforded her, would in turn aid the mother — 
tend the child of timite who thus acted the part of 
parents ; and nature would not be wanting in doing her 
part ; the ohiUt would not readily fargei the orphan girl 
that so kindly tended it <m board sh^, for kindness is 
in general the <»pigin of affliction; the xofiitfit mind would 
easily take the impress, and thus rdigion would instil 
" Do as'you would be done by;'' the rich and the poor, 
ilie aged and the yeung would, in a work of this nature 
feel the sacred influence of tiie Ood of charity. 

That unprotected young women require guarditt&* 
sftdp on board vessels, I have only to oall your attoiticm^ 
Gentlemen, and that of the puUic, to the case of the' 
Foundling orphan girls from Dublin, and bear in mind 
how they w^*e saorifioed on board ship by mercaless and 
unprindj^led meii; I infuke, then, of all honest mesik 
and virtuous women protection for these poor girls. 
How have I seen Hum. agitated with fear when adua^ 
me what protection iJiey were to have on board ship ! 
Before, however, heads ot fiuonlies are asked to lodL; 
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after tsuch young girls on board ship, and before tbegr 
are entered in the Group^ it is due to them^ and in 
accordance with the rules of the Society^ that every 
inquiry should be make as to the character of such 
young girls^ so that families may without fear introduce 
them to their children. The getting up and arrange- 
ment of such a meeting as this — ^the grouping of the 
families^ and creating that intimacy b^iween them which 
is so necessary, may be easily managed by any bene- 
volent gentleman or lady. Such group-meetings may 
be formed in difiPerent localities, in villages, districts 
and towns. These Groups, whenonce thus associated, 
may keep together when they even get to Australia; 
they may help each other, and form what I call bush- 
partnerships. 

Indeed, I deem the Group-system almost essential to 
the success of such a plan as the one suggested; it 
places a man in a different position with his fellow-men. 
He enters a sort of an association; it brings him 
acquainted with a body of his fellow-creatures with 
whom he was unacquainted before; it raises him in his 
own estimation, and he &els that if he tried to evade 
paying the debt contracted as a loan, he might be 
branded by his late associates, and shunned as a man 
unworthy the friendship of his late fellow companions. 
He would feel within himself the conviction that he 
would be looked upon as a man that was detaining im- 
justly the money which justly belonged to the poor and 
struggling families at home, perhaps some of them his 
own relatives, to whom this money would be re-lent were 
he to pay it as he ought. There is a code of honour, a 
sort of manly pride, amongst the industrious and work- 
ing classes, that carries more weight with it at times 
than a court of low. There is nothing a man of thiis 
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stamp feels more tiian the gibes and sneering cheers of 
his fellow men ; the finger of soom, or a bare allusion 
to a discreditable transaction of the nature alluded to^ 
would have a more deterring effect than the apprehen- 
sion of any consequence in a court of law^ or the severest 
censure the grayest judge could pass upon him. I do 
believe a person guilty of this act could hardly exist or 
remain in a district in the Australian Colonies. He 
would be known — ^he would be scouted and avoided— 
the stigma would attach to his very children — ^it would 
follow him wherever he went. His name would appear 
time after time in the column ^' Not PaxtT^ of the Quar- 
terly Return Book published by the Society. It would 
be seen at home^ amd it would be seen abroad; his 
changing his very name would not save him from the 
opprobrium. In thus viewing it^ it must be borne in 
mind that this money is not lent to them by Govern- 
ment — ^not lent to them by their late landlords or mas- 
ters — ^not l^it to them by the parish ; but that it is a 
fund raised and devoted by a benevolent public to the 
relief of struggling families and individuals at home — 
that it is, in fact, the money of the poor — that they are 
for a time the treasurers of a sacred trust. It must not, 
too, be overlooked, that, as each member of a group will 
have to pay his share of iAk&fees due by any of its de- 
feulters, that this will brand such defaulters more deeply, 
and give additional security to the Society. If, for in- 
stance, a group consisted of twenty-one persons, and 
that one became a defaulter, each would have to pay a 
sixpence for his dishonesty; the insignificancy of the 
amount would only make his delinquency the more 
pointed. I cannot, believe, then, that our people are so 
fallen in honesty and in feeling as to brave the guilt and 
the shame of all this. To show how this grouping-sys- 
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tern may work, I i&hall her^ mention a case of a respect* 
able medianic at Lambeth who has a wife^ two adult 
children, and two tmd^' ten years of age* He knew of 
no families in his own locality that wished to emigrate, 
and he was therefore concerned at not being able to join 
a group, for he could pay £40. towaards the passage of 
his family; on his informing me of this I directed him 
to call on a certain evening at my residence, when I 
offered to place him in communication with a group. 
The result has been,, and as I calculated, very satisfac- 
tory ; an acquahitance was formed, when they satisfied 
each other agreeable to Rule 20, as to ^' references,'^ and 
they are now on intimate terms and members of the 
fiame group. 

I shall now, Grentlemen, ask you to view these groups 
ready and prepared to embark. Grandfathers and 
grandmothers may be there ; the strong and the young 
will keep them, nay, they will be useful in the bush, for 
the eye of age is at times of more service than the strong 
arm of youth. About twenty days since I sent off a 
family to Australia in which there was one female 7^ 
years old ,• a relation had sent for them. And shortly 
before I got a passage for one old man, aged 75, to join 
an only son near Sydney. Hope seemed to invigorate 
their frames, and the dread of the Union had left them ; 
one was from Ireland, the other from Scotland. In 
these groups, then, you will find the aged — those again 
in the prime of life — ^the saplings and the shoots of the 
family— the youth and the child in arms ; no exception 
is to be made on account of age ; the only voucher re- 
quired wiU be a good character. The groups • are now 
assembled, we will suppose, at the port of embarkation. 
Avery important point now is to be considered, the 
arrangement of berths — ^the classification of the parties 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



'^msm^ 



19 

on board. It may be asstmied that they will consist of 
aged men and women — the patriarchs and aged matrons 
of the family— young coiqdes without children, families 
with children of various ages^ single^ young men^ and 
single young women^ single widows^ and widows with 
children. There are now two respectable widows on.the 
list; one, aged 38, has four children — ^three girls of the 
ages of 18, 14, 12, and one boy 16. The other widow, 
aged 60, with a steady looking daughter of 23. These 
two families can pay half their passage money, and have 
relatiyes in the Colonies. Just as I was writing this, a 
respectable young man has called, entered his name in 
the Family Colonization Bopk, and that of two mte^^ 
and another young woman, a near relative, their respec- 
tive ages beiiig 26, 24, and 23 ; the girls are in service,, 
and they can pay £8. each towards their passage. In 
the classification of groups, then, I respectfully beg to 
suggest the following for the consideration of the Com- 
mittee and the public. I would not have all the single 
females placed as they are now in emigrant ships by 
themselves, perhaps forty> fifty or sixty of them toge* 
ther, but I would have theim thus arranged. I will 
begin from the family cabins or berths. Say, then, that 
cabin No. I . is- occupied by a family who have two 
grown up daughters, foF no children who are above 14 
yeara of age must sleep in the same cabin with their 
parents. The next cabin. No. 2 is to be allotted to 
single females, and is to hold six. sleeping berths ; I 
would place the two grown up daughters of fieunily No. 1 
in berth No. 2, the widow of 60 and her daughter aged 
23 in the same, and twQ friendless or orphan girls. Her^ 
is reasonable protection for these two friendless girls; 
the par^ts in No. 1 and the widow would naturally look 
^fter the conduct of these two young women, would ad- 

B 2 
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S 
monish theia if they saw need, and afford them proteiV 

tion if required, for allowing any impropriety would en- 
danger the character of their own daughters. Cabin 
No. 3 may be also appointed for single females, and 
No. 4 for a fiamily who may have three grown up daugh- 
ters. In No. 3 I would place the widow with her three 
daughters, a girl jfrom No. 4, and a friendless young 
woman; here, in like manner, is the same protection, 
I would now have No. 5 arranged for siugle females, 
lEnd in which I would allot berths for the two daughters 
of family No. 4, and the sister of the young man pre- 
viously mentioned, and three other single females, thus 
the heads of family No. 4, would afford protection to 
two cabins, having a daughter in No. 3, and two in No. 
5, they themselves being in the centre cabiuj in this 
manner all the single females may be disposed of and 
protected. Aged females may be accommodated iu the 
siugle females' berths, they wiU give a gravity to the 
young people. Every evening two of the mothers by 
turns should be required to accompany the matron and 
see that the young women were in due time in their 
berths; the heads of families would soon feel the 
responsibility and sacredness of this duty, and the 
necessity there would exist of supporting it. - The cabins 
or berths of the single young men might also be so 
arranged that parents could have a controlling influence; 
there if necessary ; age should be mixed up with youth 
so as to give a steadiness to the party. To keep up a good 
feeling, I would place the son, aged 16, of the widow, 
with a son of family No. 4, one of whose daughters it 
will be recollected is berthed with this youth's mother 
and her three daughters. Thus in the single men'» 
berth there would be raised protectors for the females 
in No. 3, and in like manner throughout the ship; 
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brothers oould b^ made to stand as sentinels over the 
safety of their sisters and those that associated with 
them. It may be worthy here of remark that with 
regard to the scandalous treatment experienced by the 
unprotected female orphans from Dublin^ and the gross 
indignities offered to other friendless young women on 
board some other yessels^ that those girls who had their 
parents^ brothers^ &c. on board were not subjected to 
such insults^ for brutality and cowardice generally, go 
together. Friendless young lads might in like manner 
be placed under family protection. In the arrange- 
ments of the fitting out of the ship^ I would recommend 
that the poop cabins should be reserved for small 
respectable capitalists^ paying £18. each for their pas* 
sage; this class might afford additional security to the 
rest of the passengers, and they might, like the others, 
take chaise of respectable females who paid their own 
passage. This grouping of families, this system c^ 
guardianship is not with me an idea of the day, but I 
have been working it out on a miniature scale during 
the last two years, by getting emigrant families to meet 
•at my own residence, making them acquainted with each 
other, and placing often under their charge single 
females proceeding to the Colonies. Indeed, I consider 
family colonization to be the only safe and respectable 
cyst^n by which female emigration can be carried on. 
.There is something in any other mode that does not 
harmonize with a woman's fedings. I feel feiyiale 
pauper emigration as an insult to the women of England. 
A gentleman has just told me that as he was passing 
through one of the largest thorough&res in London the 
other day, he saw placarded up on a church, ^' Female 
Emigration, inquire in the Vestry, on. Mondays, Wed- 
nesdays, and Thursdays.'* . There is something in this 
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that wounds tlie feelings of womanhood. Shiploads d 
single females from parishes thrown on the shores of 
Australia ! It is fSu* from being complimentary to the 
feelings or character of the Australians^ and knowing 
the settlers and the manner of living in that colony so 
well as I do, I cannot but feel apprehensiye that a 
greater evil may arise from such a system than even the 
present partial disparity of the sexes in the Colonies. 

A system, however, of fiunily colonization does not 
seem to me to carry the same objectionable character 
With it. The vast proportion of the single females that 
would emigrate upon this plan would be the relatives or 
intimate friends of those families or the relations of 
those already in the Colonies. It was upon this principle, 
and actuated by such feelings, that I carried out my 
matrimonial excursions in the Australian Bush. I at 
times took a number of single young females with me, 
in company with emigrant families, but then I allowed 
no matrimonial engagements to be made on the way, 
at the same time I took care to place the young women 
in situations from which they might, with that consi- 
deration due to the feeling of woman, enter with pro- 
•priety and respectability into the matrimonial state. A 
Port Phillip paper, the Melbourne Daily News of 
October last, says, " *rhe class of labourers most in 
request in Australia, are agriculturists, shepherds, 
miners, blacksmiths, and mechanics of varioujs kinds. 
We would also observe, that emigration in Australia 
opens an avenue for the relief of the toiling classes of 
women. Domestic servants, housekeepers, governesses, 
dressniakers^ shopkeepers, and {let us whisper %() wives 
are wanted alike in New South Wales, Port Phillip, and 
South Australia. We knbw there is a dielicacy which 
hinders female emigration/' With, reispect then to 
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|amUy emigvation^ how easy and how safe it would be 
fot a neighbour to say to a neighbour who was enii« 
grating, ''Will you take charge of my daughter, or 
niece, or cousin, and see that she gets into a respectable 
situation in the Colony .'' How easy and satisfactory it 
would be for ladies and others who might feel anxious 
to befriend single females to procure them protection 
through a so^^iety thus constituted. This guardianship 
does not cease at the conclusion of the voyage; the 
single females are not all at once lost sight of, but the 
agents of a beaieyplent and Christian-like Society would 
be directed, as tl^ie rules suggest, that every means 
should be used to facilitate their respectable settlement, 
even to the arranging of their correspondence with 
their relations in Europe. This is a point, the commu- 
nication with t^ieir relatives^ that involves the most 
gr^ve consideration, and calls for the benevolent inter* 
fereilce of that reformer of abuses on the high seas, the 
Earl o£ Mountcashell, and to whom every humane and 
benevolent mind must tender the highest meed of praise 
and respect, for the manner in which he lately s<a*uti-i 
pized the m<mstrous atrocities committed on board 
emlgr^t ships, and advocated their remedy. The strong 
mojral feeling and determination evinced on this occa- 
sion by his Lordship, to do his duty as a Christian man, 
and a member of tlie legislature, will prove the best 
deck-ifatchnjian those poor girls can have on the wide 
d,eep. But, with regard to the postal communication 
jbetween this country and the Australian Colonies, it 
fl^ems to be very defective, for the irregularities, the 
iniscarriages in this respect are a constant source of 
complaint and deep afiSiction with emigrants and their 
relatives at home. 

On§ of the most paramount objects which this Society 
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would have in view, wotdd be the re*imion of families, 
for it is calculated this may become eventually the main 
channel of a wholesome and self-supporting system of 
emigration ; not an emigrant will go out but wfll write 
home for some dear relative or friend. These would 
join the family groups, and the protection which persons 
would thus afford would be almost certain of being 
amply repaid to them by the relatives of such emigrants 
in the colonies. In that case, if they landed as 
strangers, they would not land without finding friends 
before them, for gratitude is one of the best, the 
strongest, and the noblest feelings of our nature. 

In addressing you, gentlemen, I bear in mind that I 
am also writing to the working classes, I am therefore 
anxious to illustrate and simplify to them the intended 
object of the Society, and to shew how it may work to 
their advantage. With regard to Rule 17, as in the 
appended Rules, it may well come within the spirit of such 
a society, that parties who are desirous of emigrating 
may subscribe for their own transit such sums as they 
cim pay weekly, monthly, or quartierly, these subscrip- 
tions may be arranged by the local Conmdttees, or even 
by benevolent individuals, and made subject to some 
definite Rule. A frind of this sort may be formed to 
meet individual cases, and to which the benevolent may 
be disposed to contribute, seeing the great desire and 
determination of some people to emigrate. One p<x>r 
And hard working man, in a letter I had from him this 
morning, says, ''I am very glad to hear that you have 
succeeded in raising a Society, and I heartily thank 
you for giving me the information. If I can only go 
to Australia by paying my money through the means 
of this Society I shall most gratefully acknowledge the 
members of the Society as the greatest benefactors on 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



25 

«»rth. I believe we can raisd a group from here. I 
am as aimous to go as ever I was^ aad others as well ; 
I shall be. able to pay £10., perhaps more, but go I 
must, if I am kept in bondage after I get there for seveu 
years. I shall take it as a favour if you give me further 
information.^' This poor man wrote to me about two 
years ago, telling me that he failed to get a £ree passage 
through the authorized channel, because Providence 
lilessed him with one child more than the regulations 
allowed; these £10. he has since saved by pinching 
frogality. When then I see daily the ardent desire 
manifested by the industrious classes to emigrate in 
order to escape the continual struggle they have to 
endure in this coimtry, when I know £rom personal 
observation the vast resources which Australia offers, 
the comfort, the abundance the people in these colonies 
enjoy, when I know again that there a3*e vast regions 
there which have never yet beai trod by the foot of 
Europeans, save by that intrepid and successful explorer. 
Sir Thomas MitcheU, and his small piarty, and who in 
writing of this new country calls it, ^' the fairest region 
on earth, plains and downs of rich black mould on which 
grew in profusion the panicum-lsBodine grass, and which 
was finely interspersed with lines of wood, which grew 
in the hollows, and marked the courses of streams/' 
Of another part he 'says, ^'the country is adorned by 
hills of the most romantic .form,, presenting outlines 
which surpass in picturesque beauty the fairest (creations 
of the painter,'' and the Melbourne Daily News, in 
calling attention to Sir Thomas' discoveries, observes, 
''In the course of his (Mitchell's) journey he came 
upon the largest river he had yet met with in Austlalia, 
and which he named the Victoria. The whole country 
through which he pursued this magnificent river, was. 
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lie sitjrsy better watered Aan any other portion of Aus^ 
tralia he had seen^ and^ he adds^ that it seemed BofBtdent 
to supply t^e whole world with ammal food/' When 
then we view Hm in perspective befcore ns, when we 
survey the vast mass of misery sronndns^ the struggles 
of the industrial classes^ we cannot bniexclaim^ ^i What 
does England mean, by keeping this great continent as 
a sort of preserv^'^ and asfc^ ^^£«r whom?'' Are our 
poor to contend at home with thatcgaoht destroyer of 
our people> famine ? Have they no other hope hut to 
end their days in a worldioose or a prison^ which poverty 
almost iiresistibfy: JooDces them /into ? !When there are 
in the hands of SSngUnd vast and fair regions^imoccu'^ 
pied iby man, nature^ialone being mistress their^DL Jf 
we oaxmot relieve; the whole mass of misery around us^ 
let OS at least thin the crawd^and co-operate with Ihose 
who are uriUihg and ready to coToperate with lis by. 
api^ying to their own em^ration tl^Lr own frugal 
eavmgs. 

In order to fllustrate the proposed plan let partie$ 
consid^ the case of the subjoined group No. L and the 
same number -of persons in this country supported by our 
parochial system or by eleemosynary: aid^ — ^let us then 
suppose that fidxteen Qhaistable individnals devote dSia. 
each a year to the relief of poor atraggUng fieuniles 
around them,— that eight of this ^number apply their 
}(»nt €ontributkms of c£dQ. to the emigrotioa of Oroup 
No. 1.; that the other eight give thdr £80. to the 
relief of some of Hbe same xdass initheir neighbourhood ; 
let the two eases be jdbced into jnxta-ipodtion^— the 
Australian grcmp become producers, ^-ihe home, poiiy 
Gontinue consumers, — the first pr<^esses, the other in 
till probability rdrogrades. The one, the first year of 
tiMir Australian servitude produce about £400,, calcu^ 
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Uting tbe^gnmp M twmty-five tduUs, and that eadi 
(Xie te an HFcan^ gots £16. a year as irages^ besides an 
ample allowance of food. The £%0. thos lent to them> 
would, on the prkicipLe q£ this Society, be refunded to- 
Irards the end of two yean> if not earlier, and which 
ought in like mantaer iVDdiwitk like effect be re*lent to 
otfaersitime after tune. Now, let those who have most 
experience reckon the expense at home of the same num- 
ber of theliketdass as.constitute this group. The £80. 
given or lent to them would but last lor a short time; 
peilMpB totally consumed in struggling to keep on, — at 
leaat but little (nr no chance of having it repaid to the 
lendeaos. Viewing aU thiji it cannot but be considered 
fortunate that the enlightened feeling of the present day 
ia in favour of Goloniiation, and the pubUc through the 
press, says, '' Let us have something national, — some- 
thing worthy of the name of England.'' The spirit of 
patriotism is excited, and the credit of the mother, 
ooontry becomes involved in the character <^.her ohil*» 
dren j theidemand now is for a systematic colonization. 
The statesmen of the day are alive to the evils of ami-, 
gmtion, — they know from past history the national* 
rihiaiigifls writli which it is surrounded, and ihey are now 
aiixioa&fora sound and wholesome system of Colonisa* 
fioB;, > Amongst 'those who loudly join in this demand 
are a dasfl^rwho, if you ask them to. put their shoulder 
to %he wheel>.will cry, ^^ Oh! theparish ought to>help,'' 
<-*^hile another, influential party, to grat^ their own 
mdolenik apathy, wffl say, ^^ It is the work of the Govem«i 
m^rit/' iNim, Qentlemen^presun^tuousasitmay bei^ 
me. to intrude my oi^nion, I hazard criticism on this-mo* 
mtotoos queatian, when I say, that neither the Grovem* 
m^ELt mar paridies can give ua a sound and satisfactory 
system of Goloniaation ; ihey may give us convict emir 
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grallon ; exile emigration ; pauper emigration^ or Go** 
yemment emigration, but thesy cannot give us a whole-' 
some system of national Colonization. Nothing but what 
is voluntary is deserving of the name of national. Loyalty 
and love of country, — a display of all that is great and 
glorious in our character will be found to proceed from 
the result of the voluntary national feeling, — and the 
great work of national Colonization can only be effi- 
ciently, economically, and benevolently worked by^ the 
public at large. In a truly national affair all can help, 
— all who wish may work— our nationality, Oentlemen, 
is of an uncontrollable force when guided and directed 
by the love of our country, and the desire to sarve our 
fellow creatures. All our best feelings camiot be made 
to flow through a jail or a workhouse, nor can we con- 
fine our ideas of Colonization to the limited and con- 
tracted views which at present direct bur emigration 
fiTjrstem, The discerning spirit of the age is alive to the 
evils of class emigration; our national feeling will not 
be at rest until the great mass of misery that now presses 
upon our people.be in some degree mitigated and re- 
moved. 

The removal, however, of indiscriminate masses of the 
pocac may be attended with many evils which would 
only increase with years. We may remove a crowd 
cheaply, but is it wise ? is it prudent, and is it economi- 
cal to colonize solely with a class whose education has 
been so grievously neglected by the nation? A mass 
of ignorant and uneducated persons is always a national 
evil, and if this evil is known and acknowledged when 
such men have no money, how much more dangerous does 
that class become when they are possessed of wealth; 
%nor ance and poverty are serious evils, but] ignorance and 
wealth are much more dangerous. Now, a sound system 
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of Colonization^ although it might remove vast numbers 
of this class^ would also make the colonies a desirable 
home for a more intelligent and better educated body. 
If, Gentlemen, we have a system of convict or pauper 
emigration, we in a great measure exclude the class whose 
residence is as essential for the good of society as it 
would be advantageous to themselves. 

To the benevolent mind there must be something 
peculiarly pleasing in viewing the subject of Coloniza- 
tion in all its bearings. If we only contemplate the 
good that a few individuals may do in this way with a 
loan of even £600. — say, that it is lent to respectable 
single females ; this would arouse the charity of num- 
bers. There are few families that do not know at least 
one young and innocent girl whom they wish to 
preserve from the miseries that seem to threaten her; 
how eagerly would numbers work, who, when they 
found, that if about £6. were raised, a girl would be 
eligible to join a family group, and to be received on 
the list of the Society, while others again would be 
examining the poor girl's scanty store of clothing, and 
collecting for her outfit. Such a system would call 
forth the kindliest feelings of all classes, for they 
would see it was a national work, and that each, if so 
disposed, could help. To you. Gentlemen, who know 
so well the temptations and trials of the poor, I shall 
not even hint at, much less dwell upon the probable fate 
of a hundred friendless girls left in England ; but rather 
follow the pleasing circumstances attending their emi- 
gration, under the protection and guardianship of 
Family Groups, and the auspices of a benevolent 
Society, whose agents would see to their getting situa- 
tions. In all probability, these one hundred girls would 
shortly get well married, so that the original lenders of 
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the £600 would need no. higher iBterert; bntmHui 
desbraUe thai all dasses ahoold take a riiare in this 
National Bank of Benerolence^ I must foUow theae one- 
hundred girls further^ and ask the k^^st to invest a 
small portion of his capital in it. It would be an act 
of naticmal blindness to imagine that forced bachelorism 
ean engender loyal feeUngs ; it is preposterous to sup- 
pose^ and the height of infatuation to expect men to be 
loyal subjects whea the system of Oovaimieat emigra- 
tion pursued^ has depriTod them of the prospect of every 
domestic blessiug. Give them hdlp^matea^ and you 
make murmuring^ discontented servants, loyal and 
hafipy subjects of the State. I cannot leave these oue- 
himdred couples without soliciting the commeroial man 
to take a few shares in this bank, for these will now 
become good customers, and each at least consume £7. 
per annum of British man ufa cture. There is a monied 
class again about the Exchange that are so accustomed 
to compound interest, that I fear thqr will not be dbs- 
posed to take shares, except I draw their attention in a 
more especial manner to the national economy of en- 
couraging industry. The influence of these one-hundred 
wives in the Bush would soon be visible in the unproved 
sympathy and feelings of .their husbands; surrounded by 
every reasonable com£Drt, and blesssed with children,, 
they would in a more earnest manner remember their 
parents at home, and titus Society would be used on a 
large scale as the blessed means of conveying aged, 
parents firom our poor-houses to the comfortable and 
well-supplied homes their children would have prepared 
for them in the Bush, while younger members of families 
would be likewise assisted and encouraged to emigrate. 
Following these one-hundred couples into the Bush^ 
I can fearlessly ask the religious man also to take shares. 
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for if idnfi4midr6d more fiuaoiyea be added to the vxao!* 
betj they woald be enabled to sapport a ekrgyman in 
comfort^ without his being bnrthensome to the State^ ^ 
or be obUged to be supported by the contributions of a. 
British public. Those^ too^ who are anxious to promote 
jeducation would see that this National Bank would be 
deserving of. their support^ and with a ybtuous popu- 
lation^ clergymen and sdbools, respectable and reli^ou9 
families would be disposed to settle in the interior^ and 
whose influence bjoA esamiple would be a publie benefit; 
This would be a legitimate way for England putting 
forth her m<»til strength; towns aad hamlets would 
Kpring up ; the spires of chundies would, guide the 
traveller on his way | cmlisation would advance haiid« 
in-hand with rdigion^ and this^. Gtentiemen^ is what I 
consider Cdonisatioh tobe. . < . 

I EdiaU conclude this letter, Gentlemetn^ purposing 
soon to address you a second one on Cotuttry Pi^rsion^ 
&c., by remarhing that Loans granted on the prin^ples 
of this proposed Soeiety, would tend, to give a wholesome 
stimuliis to sdtf-exelrtiDn, and create a moral emulation 
amongst the pebple, for we cannot reaHy be great as a 
natioai except every man be made to feel that his indi* 
vidual c<mduot is thrown into the national scale, unless 
he is made ^nsible that he forms one of the. common- 
wealth, and is an acknowledged and known member of 
the community. Much, of our nationality— 'much of 
our character as a people rests upon our self-respect j 
upon the opinion formed of us by our neighbour, or the 
pubUc. The people^ the mass must feel this, and they 
do feel it in a. much greater degree than some parties 
are wiUiiig td allow such honourable feehngs to belong 
to the working-classes ; but even supposmg this aUc'^ 
gation to be true-*^that tile industrious classes ia general 
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are void of that honourable feeling to pay their jnat 
debts^ it then becomes a still more paramonnt duty upon 
the benevolent and the religious — upon the rich and 
powerful^ to make greater sacrifices in the godly attempt 
of creating a moral regeneration amongst the people> 
and instilling into their minds better principles^ and 
a more just and honourable mode of action. In a work 
of this ^ature^ the wealthy and the greats the powerful 
and the learned ought to consider themselyes as the 
leaders of the people ; benevolence and goodness should 
be the attendants, while religion lighted the way. 
Unanimity should reign, and party spirit should be 
calmed down by the oil of charity. K, then, a phalanx 
is thus formed of all that is great — of all that is good— ^ 
if the benevolent will unite with the learned— if the 
rich will co-operate with the religious ; if sound judg* 
ment and active zeal will work together; — ^if the good 
Samaritan be taken as the standard of action, and our 
common Christianity made the ground-work of the 
whole, then I shall have the moral courage to believe 
that the integrity of Britons will not fail as a body* It 
is true, the proposed repayment of the loan has been 
called '' The Forlorn H&pe^^ and though this was not 
intended as a compliment, still it appears to me a very 
appropriate designation \ I feel an honourable glow of 
indignation, when I ask those doubters, when did 
Britons fail in the breach? Our country^s honour has 
never been placed in jeopardy by the desertion of our 
people in the day of trial. To preserve our national 
character from disgrace has given strength in the hour 
of danger. How we all love to dwell on the bravery 
and humanity of our people. A regiment willingly 
select the youngest in the ranks to bear the flag of 
glory j they confide it to his hands; if for a moment it 
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is in danger^ how their hearts beat — ^how they rally — 
how they fight to secure the emblem of their honour 
and their gallantry. We may have deserters in our 
anny^ so we may haye defaulters in a moral move like 
this. The spirit which has made our soldiers and sailors 
triumphant all over the world is not an artificial one ; 
the feeling that has made the flag of victory wave 
wherever England^s banners have been carri^^ is not 
created by the thrilling thunder of the cannon^ the loud 
call of tlie trumpet, or the martial strains of the pibroch, 
but it is one that glows in man^s bosom, that he carries 
into the battle-field, and one which Britons in a special 
manner inherit from the land of their birth, nurtured 
and cradled by the relation of the deeds of their sires, 
at the hearth's fire-side. And do Britons stand so high 
in these honourable feelings, and, yet will it be said 
that the peasantry and the people of England, of Scot- 
land, and of Ireland are so fallen— so destitute of still 
nobler and higher feelings, that they cannot be trusted 
with ,the loan of a few pounds ? No, no, this must not 
be believed; and it is this conviction. Gentlemen, that 
should give us confidence in the moral integrity of 
Englishmen j that they will uphold as a body the moral 
banner of England unsullied in the Bush of New South 
Wales. 

I have the honour to be. 

Gentlemen, 
Very faithfully yours, 

CAROLINE CHISHOLM. 
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FAMILY 
COLONIZATION LOAN SOCIETY, 

By the Grant qf Loans for Two Tears or more withowt Interest ; 

OB, 

A SYSTEM OF EMIQEATION 
TO TBfi COI.ONXS8 

OP 

NEW SOWH WALES, PORT PHILLIP, AND SOUTH AUSTRALIA; 

(n a %ttXtt 

Dedicated by Permlsalonto liord Aahleyi M.P., 
BY MRS. CHISHOLM. 



To THE Right Honourable Lord Ashley, M.P. 

My Lord, 

The earnest desire manifested by a large body of the industrious 
classes to improve their circumstances by Emigration, and the sufferings 
so patiently borne by our people seeking employment and finding none, 
make it imperative that a system of vigorous colonization should com- 
mence, in order that the munificent provision which the Giver of all' 
things needful for man has placed in reserve, should be placed within the 
reach of our struggling population. 

It is indeed melancholy to reflect, that. thousands of British subjects 
should wander about more like spectres than beings of flesh and bloody, 
and that hundreds should die from starvation while our vast Colonies 
could provide so abundantly for them. Anxious however as a poor m«n; 
may be to emigrate to the Australian Colonies with his family, it is un- 
fortunately, impossible for him to accomplish his desire wiUiout some 
assistance. My Lord, I take this view of the matter, that the necessities 
of our people are so pressing, that if some humane, patriotic, and national 
steps on the part of the public be not taken to develop and bring into 
operation the mines of wealth, and to explore the almost boundless fields 
for productive labour which a benign Providence has placed at the dis- 
posal of Great Britain beyond the seas, loyal British subjects will be 
driven by hunger and by England's neglect, to seek a livelihood in 
another country which may be inimical to British interests. 

We are at home, my Lord, circumscribed by space. If we wish to 
keep pace with some of our neighbours, or desire to maintain our superi- 
ority, we must extend our sphere of action beyond the narrow confines of 
this Isle. Policy points out the way, and it remains for wisdom to lay 
the foundation of a sister nation, upon the sound basis of gratitude and 
justice ; for these are the qualities thnt should constitute the bond which 
is to unite the vast Continent of New Holland to Great Britain. Helping 
then our struggling population is but our duty ; and I ground my plan 
of a Loan Society upon this principle, that if the Australian Colonies are 
worth going to — if they remunerate, nay, frequently enrich the poor 
Emigrant, the passage thereto is worth paying for. 
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The poor man's capital is his labour ; be cannot in general find re- 
smneratiTe occnpation for it here — he is desirous of investing it in 
Australia) in which country he is assured, even by his own relations and 
friends, that he will get for it a profitable return. How painful, then, is 
his position I He stands like a man anxiously wishing to be ferried over 
a deep and broad river, but without the means of crossing it : he sees a 
rich harvest before him, but cannot reach it by his own unaided exertions. 
If viewed, then, at this point, surely the humane and the benevolent — the 
good and the rich, will step forward to his aid, and help him to obtain a 
passage to that Colony, not as a pauper — not as a criminal ; but in the 
more worthy position of a borrower. 

In ffUgland, my Lord^ a Society is much needed, the great moral aim 
qf whirh should be, lo cheek crime by protecting and encouraging virtue, 
A Society is required amongst us Hiat will tend to discourage raleness and 
diminish pauperism, by holding out a wholesome stimulus to industry : a 
Society that will be as unanimous in its views, as it should be universal in 
its spirit of charity. 

No one has shewn a more disinterested and earnest desire to ameliorate 
tiie condition of the Labouring Classes than your Lordship ; and it is 
delightful and heart-cheering to contemplate, that, eminent as your po- 
sition is, you are surrounded and supported in every good work by 
numbers whose daily desire is to do good, and who, by their zeal and 
charity, are ever ready to promote'any plan that is calculated to relieve 
distress. When, however, the plan proposed is to remove it as far as the 
nature of things can admit, a greater measure of exertion may be 
reasonably expected from all parties. 

The vast sum necessary to carry out Colonization to any considerable 
extent, makes the task hopeless if taken up by the charitable alone. But 
ih^ zealous endeavours, combined with the industrious and frugal efforts 
of the working classes themselves, assisted by benevolent loans from the 
lioh, can accomplish much ; nor is it consistent with the British character 
to be deterred from attempting a great work on account of the difficulties 
with which it may be surrounded. A labouring man however, before he 
borrows, should consider whether he will be able to repay the sum 
advanced to him; and in like manner he who lends, should make 
some enquiry into the character of the individual requiring such assist- 
ance. 
* At the mention of a loan to enable the mechanic and working man to 
emigrate, numbers hold up their hands and exclaim, ** That class will 
never pay.'' There is something, however, in making this experiment, 
that cannot fail, my Lord, to elicit much moral worth and excellence ; 
and, if successful, great will be our national joy ; for we are proud enough 
of oar highly civilised state ; we dwell with complacency upon the large 
sums of money raised in a few days for building Churches and Schools ; we 
challenge the whole world to produce a braver or more loyal body of men ; 
we exult in the intelligence of our people ; we boast of our machinery 
and our science ; but what is all this, my Lord, if our people cannot be 
trusted with a few pounds to convey them from want to plenty ? If their 
principles are so bad and so utterly worthless, humiliating as the fact 
would be, it will be necessary to enquire into the causes that have so de* 
graded them. 

Entreated as I have been to appeal in behalf of those who promisis 
better things, I can but regret that a more powerful pen than mine was 
not employed in so important a cause. 
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It 18 not, my Lord, proposed to ask for Loans without Interest from 
the rich for two or three years, without something being done by the 
persons to be benefitted thereby. Desirable therefore as it may be, that 
the expected Loan should speedily amount to a considerable sum, it is 
equally the object, and comes within the designs of this plan, that the 
Working Classes themselves should first contribute a proportionate sum 
before any portion of such Loans be appropriated to Emigration. 

It is to be hoped that the machinery of this plan will be found so 
simple, that any benevolent individual, so disposed, would be able to 
manage all matters connected with the local Branches of the scheme in 
such a way as that the arrangements might be in the hands of the parties 
most interested in the welfare of the people, and in whom they could 
place the greatest con6deitce. It is calculated that such a Society, (and 
the family group system proposed), will be found particularly appUcable 
in affording protection and assistance to friendless and orphan females, 
and to young lads who may stand in need of family protection. 

The number of weavers (and weavers are said to make excellent shep- 
herds), now unemployed, would doubtless, cause numerous family groups 
to be formed amongst that body of persons ; but as the object of this So- 
ciety is to establish a National System of Colonization, it will be necessary 
that tiie Local Branches, as well as the Central Society, should all be 
working at the sane time. 

There never was, perhaps, a more suitable time to commence such a 
work than the present ; and, although the working of the plan is fixed 
upon the basis of high moral motives, nevertheless, fbr Colonization to go 
on satisfactorily and with advantage, it must also be made a matter of 
business. Every ** twenty guineas' ship,'' as such are called, that leaves 
England full of passengers, requires, that for the wellbeing and prosperity 
of these individuals, two other ships should be filled with common hard- 
working people, or individuals whose habits would dispose than to adopt 
a shepherd's life, for Colonization, like an edifice, must be carried on by 
the due and suitable admixture of component parts. 

In submitting this plan for your Lordship's consideration, and that of 
the Public, it may be observed, that all the aid which it may be found 
requisite to ask of Government, will be, the granting of the usual allow- 
ance to Surgeons and Captains of ships, for the due transmission of 
Emigrants, and a salary to Colonial Agents. It will also be highly de- 
sirable that a requisition should be made to the Grovemment to appropriate 
a proportionate sum to that advanced by this Society on Colonization, the 
same being deducted from the Land Funds of the Colony, to the making 
of roads, building bridges, and other local improvements within these 
Colonies, 

The friends and well-wishers of this Society can hardly expect the full 
confidence of the Public at its commencement. It is a great moral prob- 
lem yet to be solved, whether the various grades of our Working Classes 
can be trusted, or whether, with all our religious, moral, social, and 
commercial advantages, we are rearing rogues or honest men ; for, if we 
are not doing the one, Ve are certainly doing the other. 

The benevolence that feels a desire to help those who try to help them- 
selves will be in favour of such a plan, and real charity will dispose many 
to grant Loans from the Christian motive of doing good. But confidence, 
in its commercial character, is a thing to be gained. There is nothing, 
however, discouraging in this undertaking ; for, high as many of our 
commercial houses now stand, they all had a beginning ; and, with few 
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exceptions, the foundation stone of their character was laid by men who 
commenced with little, but who, by the exercise of punctuality, firngality, 
and integrity, gained commercial fame. 

In oondosion, my Lord, I have to observe that it is now upwards of a 
year since I submitted this plan to you and other influential parties, — it 
has been sent for consideration to various parts of England, Ireland, Scot- 
land, and Wales, — I have both by personal communication and by letter 
taken the opinion of considerable bodies of the working-classes upon it, 
and the result of such enquiries has been satisfactory. I base then the 
plan of this Colonization Loan Society upon the capabilities of Australia, 
the benevolent spirit of the British nation, and the moral worth of its 
people. 

I have the honour to be. 

Your Lordship's very faithful servant, 

CAROLINE CHISHOLM. 

3, Charlton Creteewt, hlington, 

London, Augutt, 1849. 
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COMMITTEE. 

Ths Lord Ashlbt, M.P. I Jobk Tidd Pratt, Esq. 

Thb Rt. Hon. Sionbt Hbrbbrt, M.P. F. G. P. Nbison, Esa. 
Thb Hon. Yernon Smith, M.P. | W. Monsbll, Escu^ M.P. 

With power to add to the number. 



PROPOSED RULES. 

1. That the Society be based on the principle of friendly parties or 
groups of approved individuals, who are acquainted with each others' 
character^ becoming jointly and severally responsible for loans advanced 
to them* 

2. That a committee of this Society shall be formed in London to be 
called the central committee, and branch of local committees, to be named 
from their respective localities, 

3. That loans shall be granted by the Society for two years, to family 
groups, without interest. 

4. That branch committees undertaking the formation and direction of 
family groups be required to communicate to the central committee the 
wants, means, and eligibility of parties desiring to avail themselves of the 
Society's aid. 

5. That agents be appointed in the colonies, whose duties shall be— to 
receive from emigrants all loans made by the Society ; to remit the same 
to the central committee in England ; to keep a register of all agreements 
entered into ; the district to which emigrants shall proceed ; to afford 
advice and assistance to emigrants in obtaining employment ; and to facili- 
tate by all the means in their power the due settlement of the people, as 
well as to forward all correspondence between them and their friends in 
Europe. 

6. That such agent shall give receipts in duplicate to each emigrant fbr 
all sums received on account of loans ; such emigrant handing or remitting 
the duplicate to the local committee, and retaining the original. 

7. That contributors advancing loans shall be privileged to nominate 
persons for a passage from their own locality or elsewhere; and that 
directors of charitable institutions be entitled to similar privileges. 

8. That all loans be effected through the central committee. 

9. That influential parties in Australia be invited to co-operate with 
this Society, by forming branch committees for aiding agents in the settle- 
ment of emigrants, recovering loans, and acting for tibe central committee 
at home, in case of need. 

10. That some of the most intelligent of the family groups who may 
first proceed to the colony be requested to unite themselves for the time 
being to the local or district committee, and to aid the agent in the re- 
covery of loans made to the family party with which they are connected. 

11. That family parties consists of a limited number, each group not to 
contain more than twenty families, nor less than three families. 

12. That loses incurred by accident, such as deaths, to be borne by the 
Society. 

13. That, to meet such and similar exceptional expenses, a reserve fund 
be formed, distinct from the loans of the general run of contributors. 

14. That, on contributors desiring to resume their loans, due notice 
shall be given to the parent Society, and that as soon as the sum so 
advanced has been received from the individuals for whose benefit it had 
been applied, it shall be duly reimbursed to the original lenders. 
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15. That, as it will be difficult to determine how nniob each individual 
should contribute towards his or her panage* groups being necessarily 
constituted differently y some of weak, some of strong families, and single 
individuals, and as the system is one of mutual co-operation — a neighbour 
for a time contributing his quota to the passage of his neighbour, the same 
being in due course repaid, as shown in group No. I. — parties be required 
to raise as large a sum as their circumstances can possibly admit, the 
Society only undertaking to help them in some proportion to their own 
contributions. 

16. That no sums be advanced to parties beyond what they can easily 
repay within two years from the date of their arrival in the colony. 

17. That persons not emigrating with the first draft of a group be re- 
quired to pay 28, each quarter until they are nominated to a passage, such 
payments to go towards tiieir own passage-money. 

18. That in the event of death or other casualty which may occur pre* 
vious to embarkation, such payments as may be made to the Society shall 
be paid into the reserve fund ; that the same rule be af^licable to payments 
made by individuals who may after such payments change their minds and 
not proceed to Australia, unless the central committee shall see good 
cause to act othervrise. 

19. That it shall not be considered as a matter of right that the rela- 
tives of persons who have already emigrated and made a part payment of 
loan shall follow in succession, the decision of the eligibili^ of families to 
priority of embarkation resting exclusively with the central and local com- 
mittees. 

20. That when it happens that a &mily or individuals cannot meet with 
fEunilies who wish to emigrate from their own locality, and thus be unable 
to form a group, parties thus situated be privileged to join another group, 
provided that such an arrangement meets the sanction, of both parties, and 
the approval of the central committee, by their producing approved refe- 
rences either through the local committee or other respectable parties. 

21. That parties approved by the committee, and entered as members 
on the list, be required to pay an entrance fee of sixpence each, to meet 
in part the current expenses of the office. 

. 22. That all adults benefiting by the Loan Society pay a fee of 5« each, 
a^d children under fourteen years of age 2«. each, in addition to their 
passage- money ; this sum to be paid with their last instalments to the 
Loan Society, and to be added to the reserve fimd. 

23. That family groups be at liberty to choose the colony to which they 
prefer to emigrate, so that they confine themselves to one colony ; devia- 
tions from this rule may be allowed, when members of the same group 
have relatives settied in tiie different colonies, or under other peculiar dr- 
cnmstances. 

24. That, as the success of the Society will muc^ depend upon the 
character of individuals forming the family groups, enquiries as to the 
integrity of such parties be instituted by the committees and others in-i 
terested in the prosperity of the Society, and that persons constituting 
the .group shall pledge themselves not to admit into their body individuals' 
of exceptionable character. 

' 25. That the reunion of families now separated, some at present in 
Australia, others in different parts of the United Kingdom, be specially 
encouraged by this Society. 

26. That, in relation to this last rule, individuals wishing to make re- 
mittances for their relatives or fri^ds at home, in aid of their emigration, 
and through the medium of this Society, be required to give the agent in 
the colony satisfactory security for the repayment of such sums as the 
central committee in England ma^ find it necessary to advance on account, 
of such parties. 
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27. That benerolent parties in the colonies assisting the Society be at 
liberty to name persons from the same country and locality from which 
they themselves may have emigrated, provided a group from snch place 
can be made up. 

28. That a list of the members of the Society ; the offices of its central 
and local committees ; the names of contributors by loan or donation, 
with the amount contributed by each (unless specified to the contrary ) ; 
the number of associate groups embarked, with their names and ages ; the 
place from which they emigrated ; their destination and subsequent settle- 
ment ; the amount advanced, repayments made, the sums still due, and 
by whom, be published quarterly. 

Family Group, No, I. 



Age and Number of 
P«niily. 


Relationship. 


Name. 


No. I. 44 


Husband 


Ewen M'Pherson 


43 


Wife 


Margaret „ 


22 


Son 


•John 


20 


Daughter 


•Mary 


19 


Son 


•Hector 


18 


i> 


•Ronald 


16 


Daughter 


•Jane 


13 


», 


Catherme „ 


11 


Son 


Angus „ 


9 


Daughter 


Flora „ 


7 


t» 


SaUy 


No. II. 38 


Husband 


John Smith 


32 


Wife 


Mary „ 


6 


Son 




4 


Daughter 


Eliza „ 


No. III. 39 


Husband 


Martin Macdonald 


35 


Wife 


Flora „ 


17 


Son 


•John 


13 


Daughter 


Susan 


11 


Son 


Angus „ 


9 


»» 


Allen 


No. IV. 40 


Father 


Peter Grant 


20 


Son 


•Alexander „ 


19 


tf 


•John „ 


17 


Daughter 


•Ellen „ 


16 


Son 


William „ 


13 


Daughter 


Jane „ 


No. V. 42 


Husband 


Angus Macdonald 


38 


Wife 


Flora „ 


20 


Daughter 


•Martha „ 


19 


Son 


•Ronald „ 


18 


tf 


•James „ 


16 


Daughter 


•Sarah 


13 


ft 


' Margaret „ 


11 


Son 


John „ 


9 


»» 


WiUi^m „ 


7 


Daughter 


Mary „ 



Digitized by VjOOQIC : ' 



41 



Say, PamUy No. I 


contributef £20 








II. 


12 








in. 


14 








IV. 


16 








V. 


18 









Total jgSO 

Say that tiie Society contributes . . jgSO 



;fl60 



Thu 160/. giTes a passage at 12/. each to 13 adults, as marked thus* 
opposite their names, leaving 4/. over. 

Say that they arrire in the Colony in January, 1850. 

No. I. gets 18/., 16/.. 18/., 16., 12/. Total of wages 80/. 

No. m. gets 14/. „ „ 14/. 

No. IV. gets 18/., 16/., 12/. . . . . „ „ 16/. 

No. V. geU 16/,, 18/., 16/., 10/. . . . „ „ 60/. 



£200 
Remitted to England . 98 



Balance of wages £l02 

No. I. Five Adults remit each £7 10 9^ » £^7 13 10^ 

No. III. One do. . . . . 7 10 9 

No. IV. Three do. do. 7 10 9^ ^^ 22 12 3| 

No. V. Four do. do. 7 10 9i =» 30 3 1 



£98 
Say the families at home contribute 10 



£108 



This 108/. g^ves in December, 1850, (say the Society anticipates the 
remittance of 98/.,) passages to Families Nos. I., II., and III., mi^ng, 
with children, nine adults ; so that the first and second lot of emigrants are 
by the end of the year 1851, or earlier, in a position to remit the total 
sum now due by each fiunily, riz.. 

No. I. remito £28 6 If 

No. II. , 6 

No. III. „ 14 9 2| 

No.IV. „ 9 7 8i 

No.V. „ 23 16 11 



Total . £81 19 llf 

ige to the rema 
lies, Nos. IV. and V., being four adults and fiye children. 



This 81/^and odd will now give a passage to the remaming two fkmi- >s 



fe:^'"- .^^r 
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Abstract of 


THE 


WH0i<tl. .. 




^1 


T3fg 


II 


II 


1 


1 


v 

a 
c 

"3 


■ ii 


^1 


No. I. 


108 • 


20 


£ 
20 


£ 
68 


£ 

2 


£ 
66 


£ > A 
37 13 lOi 


.4? *. rf. 
28 6 If 


IL 


32 


.12 


12 


8 


2 


6 


— ' 


6 i 

1 


IIL 


52 


H 


14 


24 


2 


22 


r..ift 9i 


14 : 9 2f 


IV. 


66 


16 


16 


34 


2 


32 


22 12 3f 


9 7 8^1 

1 1 


V. 


92' 


.18 


18 


A^ 


.2 


H 


3,6 ,3, 1 


23 16 11 ; 




350 


80 


80 


190 


10 


180 


.98 6 Oi 


81 19 11 



Total Sums Paid. 



Contributed 

Remitted 

Paid at Home 

Second remittance . 

Advance remitted to the Society 

Total 



£80 








98 





i 


10 








81 
80 


19 



^^ 



£350 



It will be obsenred that after the second remittance of 8U. 9«. ll|d^*\ 
the families would only have to^ remit in due proportions the SOL ad-'- 
Tanced by the Society, and which, oii'an average, there being twenty-three 
adults, would only be for each 3/. 9«. 7cL 

It may be idso noticed, that men in general get in Austx^lia, weekly, 
10 lb. meat; 10 lb. flour; 2 lb. sugar, ^ lb. tea, and a hut to live in. 
Women get their board and lodging, and a certain allowance of food is 
made to children. 

NpTE. Applicants will not be called upon to pay in their contributions 
until the Society is in a position to arrange for their passages. 

The necessity of breaking up Family Groups, as sh^wn in Group No. 
'I., will only exist when parties pay only a small portion <tf their passage* 
money ; but when Family Groups pay half their passage,. then they may 
emigrate together.' If an adult can pay> £6, then the Soeiefy wiU advance 
him £6. as a Lo^, which he will have to rep^y back to the Society within 
two years from the time of his arrival in the Colony. £12 for each adult 
is only an assumed rate, but it is hoped, with strict economy, and the ex- 
ertions of a benevolent Society, that passages may be obtained for about 
this sum. 

Parties desirous of further information can apply, ad interimt to I^s. 
Chisholm, $, Chariton Crescent, near the Angel Inn, Islington, London, 
if by letter, post paid, and a stamp enclosed for reply. 

FORM OF APPLICATION. 



No. of 
F«inUy 


Name. 


4-^ RelarioD- 


Male. 


Female. 


M«ITi- 

ert or 

.MOglfl 


Place of 
Reflidence. 


Occopa- 
tion. 


Can oootritnife 

towards their 

Passage. 


Refercncei. 




i 
1 


1 
1 

1 




^ 






1 




1 ^'fc^ 

! ••• 


- /. 
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